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The political theologian Jim Wallis advises Christians, ‘don’t go 

right, don’t go left, go deep.’ In our ever-divided country between the 
political right and left, this is excellent advice. While the right and the 
left do have their legitimate places in society, I think that many of our 
current problems today are the result of us only dealing with them in a 
2-dimensional way. By adding depth, however, the world becomes 3-
dimensional. As we know, 3D reflects reality much more accurately 
than 2D.  

 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus instructs Simon Peter, “put out into deep 

water and lower your nets for a catch.” The significance of this 
statement is that the disciples must leave the shallow waters and go out 
deeper if they want to catch something. I am sure Jesus wasn’t being 
political here, but his words are highly symbolic of the journey that all 
of us are invited to take in life: not just moving from side to side, but 
going out and deeper. 

 
Unlike in politics where one side is always trying to get the 

stronger foothold over the other, in the deep, none of us are able to 
get a foothold. In the deep, all of us must leave behind our certainties, 
comforts, and securities. While most of us naturally resist this and 
would rather stay on the shore where we are still somewhat in control, 
Jesus keeps saying to us, as he did to Simon Peter, “put out into deep 
water.” In other words, move into a deeper place where no one is in 
control but God alone. As Christians, how could we not want this? 



Moving to a deeper place is what we need most to heal our 
divisions. In this deeper place, we can still have our own preferences, 
beliefs, and conclusions, but we will be more aware there is so much 
below the surface that we cannot always see. In the deep, we will learn 
about the importance of trust and dialogue. In the deep, we will learn 
that we do not have all the answers. Ultimately, to use a fitting cliché, in 
the deep, we will realize that ‘we are all in the same boat.’ That is why 
Jim Wallis suggests that “we should talk less about the ideological 
categories of Left and Right, and more about what kind of people we 
want to be, what kind of community, what kind of world.” (God’s 
Politics, 68) Those are healing God-centered conversations that 
Christians should be promoting. 

 
Jesus calls us into the deep where humans are no longer in total control 

so that we can discover life in a deeper way. Have I lived all my life on the 
shore? Am I willing to mutually let go with my opponents of my 
certainties? Am I afraid of going deeper? Can I let God alone be in 
control? 

 
After setting out into the deep and lowering their nets, the 

disciples caught so many more fish than they could ever have imagined, 
even after a night of catching nothing. The Gospel says, “for 
astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized Peter and all 
those with him.” May we, too, be astonished, at what happens 
whenever we set out into the deep. 


